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rather poor character of the plates of 1899 makes a definite 
decision impossible. 

The star T Tauri itself has a very interesting nebulous wing 
which is either variable or must rotate so as to be concealed 
at times. This appendage is a small cone-shaped projection 
perhaps four seconds of arc in length in position angle 150 ± °. 
It was often seen by Tempel, and was fairly conspicuous when 
examined by Barnard and Burnham in 1890, but entirely in- 
visible when Barnard looked for it in February, 1895. It 
can be clearly made out in the elongated image of T Tauri on 
both the Crossley plates of 1899. On the 1914 plates it is cer- 
tainly not present ; the disk of the variable is perfectly round, 
tho perhaps with just a trace of nebulosity all around it. It is 
evident that this interesting variable will repay further in- 
vestigation. H. D. Curtis. 

Search for Faint Members of the Taurus Cluster. 

Dr. Hertzsprung suggested in 1914 that it would be of in- 
terest to compare the earlier plates of the region of T Tauri 
with recent plates in the endeavor to find very faint members 
of the well-known Taurus stream. This region is about five 
degrees from the center of the Hyades, and a proper motion of 
1 ".6 would be expected in the interval of nearly fifteen years. 
A motion of this amount should show clearly on the Crossley 
plates. 

The measures were made entirely differential, with respect 
to a common system of five stars of eighth to ninth mag- 
nitude; and twelve faint stars of from fourteenth to eigh- 
teenth magnitudes were selected at random in the area of best 
definition. None of the small relative motions found agree 
either in magnitude or direction with the motion of the com- 
ponents of the Taurus stream. Within the limited area ex- 
amined the results must be regarded as purely negative. 

H. D. Curtis. 

Note on Comet (£1915 (Mellish). 
Comet d 191 5 was first seen by Mr. John E. Merlish, of 
the Yerkes Observatory, on September 13, 1915. 

The first observation received at the Students' Observatory 



